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Is TV good or bad?

Today, there is a TV set in nearly every home.

People watch TV every day, and some people

Watch it from morning until night. Americans

Watch TV about 35 hours a week. But is TV good 

or bad for you? People have different opinions.

a) ...... People don’t get any exercise. They just sit and watch TV.

b) .......It brings news from around the world into people’s homes.

c) .......People just want entertainment today. They don’t want to think.

d) .......There’s a lot of crime and violence on TV today. The programs are terrible!

e) .......Children learn many useful things from programs like Sesame Street. It teaches them to read.

f) .......It helps me relax after a long day.

g) .......Programs on the radio are better. They make you think.

h) .......It’s all commercials. I have it!

i) ......People learn about life in other countries.

j) .......People don’t read anymore. It’s easier to watch TV.
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                        Touchy topics

In North America when people meet each other for the first time, they talk about things like family, work, school, or sports. They ask questions like “Do you have any brothers or sisters?”, “where do you work?”, “what school do you go to?”, and “Do you like sports?” They also ask questions like “Where do you come from?” and “Where do you live?” These are polite questions. They are not personal or private.

But some things are personal or private, and questions about them are not polite. People don’t ask questions about a person’s salary. They don’t ask how much someone paid for something. It is OK to ask children how old they are, but it is not polite to ask older people their age. It is also not polite to ask people questions about politics or religion unless you known them very well. People don’t ask unmarried people “Why are you single?”, and they don’t ask a married couple with no children “why don’t you have any children?”

Look at the following questions. Are they polite or not polite when you meet someone for the first time in North America?

                                                                                     Polite                  Not Polite

a) What does your wife do?                                    .................             .................

b) Do you believe in God?                                      .................             .................

c) How much money do you earn?                         .................             .................

d) How many children do you have?                      .................             .................

e) Why aren’t you married?                                   ..................             .................

f) Do you like baseball?                                         .................              ................

g) How old are you, Mr. Lee?                                ..................             .................

h) Are you a Democrat or a Republican?                .................             .................

i) How much was your watch?                              ..................              ................
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                                                    The Dating Game

Do young people go out on dates in your country?

How old are they when they start dating?

Where do they like to go?

Who usually pays – the man, the woman, or both?

Young people have more freedom in North America than in many other countries. They often start dating around the age of 14, and do not need na older person to go with them. They go in groups or couples to school events (dances, plays, ball games), parties, restaurants, movies, and sports events.

For most teenagers, dating is just for fun. It does not mean that they want to get married. Young people may even date several friends at the same time. They usually choose their own dates. Sometimes, however, someone arranges a date for two people who do not know each other. This is called a “blind date.”

Either a man or a woman can invite someone on a date. If there are expenses, the man and woman often “go Dutch”; this means they share the cost. Sometimes, howevwe, one person pays for both people.

When you have a minor health problem, do you usually go to the doctor, get something from the drugstore, or use a home remedy?

Grandma Knows Best!

When people have a cold, a fever, or the flu, they usually go to the doctor for help or they get some medicine from the drugstore. But many people also use home remedies for common illnesses.

Lots of people drink hot chicken soup when they have a cold. They find it clears the head and the nose. Some people rub oil on the chest for a cold. Other people drink a mixture of red pepper, hot water, sugar, lemon juice, and milk or vinegar. Here are some simple home remedies.

Bee Stings and Insects Bites: Wash the sting or bite. Put some meat tenderizer on a handkerchief and then put it on the bite for half na hour.

Burns: Put the burn under cold water or put a cold handkerchief on it. But don’t put ice on the burn.

Coughs: Drink warm liquids or take some honey.

Indigestion: Drink some water with a teaspoon of baking soda in it.

Insomnia: Drink a large glass of warm milk.

Cover the passage. Circle T (true) or F (false).

a) Hot chicken soup is good for a cold.                            T            F

b) Meat tenderizer helps na insect bite.                            T            F

c) Ice is good for a burn.                                                   T            F

d) Honey helps a cough.                                                    T            F

e) Hot liquids are good for indigestion.                             T            F

f) Warm milk helps you go to sleep.                                  T           F

Do you use the same remedies?

What home remedies do you use?

To tip or not to tip?

Do You tip in your country?

In what kinds of places do you give tips?

How much do you usually tip?

Canadians and Americans usually tip in places like restaurants, airports, hotels, and hair salons because people who work in these places get low salaries. A tip shows that the customer is pleased with the service.

At airports, porters usually get a dollar for each bag. Hotel bellhops usually get a dollar for carrying one or two suitcases. A hotel door attendant or parking valet also gets about a dollar for getting a taxi or for parking a car. Many people also tip hotel maids, especially when they stay in a hotel for several days. They usually leave a dollar a day.

The usual tip for other kinds of service – for example, for taxi drivers, barbers, hairdressers, waiters, and waitresses – is between 15 and 20 percent of the check. The size of the tip depends on how pleased the customer is. In most restaurants, the bill does not include a service charge; however, if the group is large, there may be a service charge. There is no tipping in cafeterias or fast food restaurants.

How much should you tip someone who:

a) takes your bag at na airport?

b) Parks your car a hotel or restaurant?

c) Serves you in a fast food restaurant?

What tip should you leave for the following:

a) a $27 haircut?

b) a $50 restaurant check?

c) a 414 taxi fare?
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