A short history about TRASH
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People have always had trash. Only cave men didn’t have a big problem with it. In those days, there was plenty of room for trash.
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Today trash is a big problem. More people mean more trash and more different kinds of trash: cans, papers, bottles, clothes, cars, etc. In time all becomes T-R-A-S-H


	[image: image3.jpg]



Every year each one of us throws away almost one ton of trash. If you piled this trash in your living room, it would come up to your shoulders.
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In one year all our trash amounts to 360,000,000 tons. We have a problem with trash that cave men never had. To get rid of it we have tried:
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… burn it. But burning trash can cause air pollution.


	[image: image6.jpg]



… dump it in the ocean. But dumping can pollute water too.
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… bury it. But we are running out of empty land near cities.
	[image: image8.jpg]



Some scientists have even suggested shooting it off into empty space. But who wants old trainers or can orbiting the Earth?
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In the past few years however we have found a new way to get rid of some of our trash. It’s called RECYCLING.



	Recycling means reusing our trash instead of getting rid of it. This solves the problem of what to do with our trash and it also helps us with another problem. By using the same materials over and over again, we save our natural resources.


	Recycling means shredding old cans and cars 

and melting the pieces to make new metal 

for new cars and cans …

… chopping up grass and garbage to burn for 

energy or to make fertilizer to help new 

plants grow.

... crushing bottle into tiny glass bits and 

melting these bits to make new glass.
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