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Once, as a lion was sleeping, a naughty little mouse ran up his tail, and onto his back and up his mane and danced and jumped on his head so that the lion woke up. The lion grabbed the mouse and roared angrily. 
'How dare you wake me up! Don't you know that I am King of the Animals? (1) ………………………………………………………………………………… I will kill you and eat you!' 

The terrified mouse, shaking, asked the lion to let him go. 'Please don't eat me Your Majesty! (2) ……………………………………………………………………………………… I was only playing. Please let me go - and I promise I will always be your friend. Who knows, maybe one day I could save your life?' 

The lion looked at the tiny mouse and laughed. (3) ………………………………………………………………………………… What a ridiculous idea!' he said laughing. 'But you have made me laugh, so I will let you go.' And he let the mouse free. 


'Oh thank you, Your Majesty,' cried the mouse, and ran away as fast as he could.


A few days later the lion was caught in a hunter's trap. He tried as hard he could, but he couldn't break free and became even more stuck in the net. He let out a roar that woke the forest. 
(4) ……………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………
'My friend the lion is in trouble,' thought the mouse. He ran as fast as he could, and soon found the lion in the hunter's net. 
(5) ……………………………………………………………………………………… And the mouse began biting through the net with his sharp little teeth. Very soon the lion was free. 


'I did not believe that you could help me, little mouse, but today you saved my life,' said the lion. You are my friend, and I am yours.
(6) ……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Even the weak and small may one day help out those much stronger than themselves.

Adapted by Kisdobos from Aesop and Rohini Chowdhury. 
http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_fables_lionmouse_page02.html



Task 1. Connect the words with their definitions.
mane 

to wait more 
to grab 

badly behaving
to roar 

to not be able to move
'How dare you wake me up! 

Dear King!
to disturb 

to want to
naughty

very much afraid 

terrified

to catch with your hands
tiny

to have a big problem 
to let sy go

to shout (like a lion does)
Your Majesty!

Why are you not afraid to wake me up?
to mean to 

let sy free


to promise 

You helped me once, now I will help you.
ridiculous

a thing for catching animals
to make sy laugh

say something funny, so others will laugh 
the lion was caught 

they caught the lion
including the mouse 

let free
a hunter's trap

to say for sure 
to break free 

escape
to become stuck 

also the mouse 
to be in trouble

hair on a lion’s head
to be patient

very little

to free sy 

to annoy sy
It’s my turn to help you.

funny and stupid 

Task 2. I cut each phrase in half. Connect the two halves in a meaningful way.

ran up 

to wake you
grabbed 

his mane 
roared 

to help you

How dare you 

wake me up! 

disturbs 

idea
a naughty/terrified/tiny

was caught
let him 

the mouse 
Your 

Majesty

I did not mean 

my sleep 
I promise I 

free 

an absurd 

in trouble 
made me 

in the net
the lion 

little mouse 
including

the mouse 

a hunter's 

will be your friend 
couldn't break 

trap
became stuck 

laugh 
the lion is 

Your Majesty,
Be patient, 

go
I'll free you in

angrily
It was my turn 

a minute 

Solutions to reading comprehension




Vocabulary solutions


Task 1. Connect the words with their definitions.

mane 

hair on a lion’s head

to grab 

to catch with your hands

to roar 

to shout (like a lion does)

'How dare you wake me up! 
Why are you not afraid to wake me up?

to disturb 

to annoy sy

naughty

badly behaving

terrified

very much afraid

tiny

very little 

to let sy go

let free

Your Majesty!

Dear King!

to mean to 

to want to 



to promise 

to say for sure

ridiculous

funny and stupid

to make sy laugh

say something funny, so others will laugh 

the lion was caught 

they caught the lion

including the mouse 

also the mouse

a hunter's trap

a thing for catching animals

to break free 

escape

to become stuck 

to not be able to move

to be in trouble

to have a big problem

to be patient

to wait more

to afree sy 

let sy free

It’s my turn to help you.

You helped me once, now I will help you.

Task 2. I cut the phrases in half. Connect the two halves.

ran up 

his mane 

grabbed 

the mouse 

roared 

angrily

'How dare you 

wake me up! 

disturbs 

my sleep 

a naughty/terrified/tiny

little mouse

let him 

go

Your 

Majesty

I did not mean 

to wake you

I promise I 

will be your friend 

an absurd 

idea

made me 

laugh

the lion 

was caught 

including

the mouse 

a hunter's 

trap

couldn't break 

free 

became stuck 

in the net

the lion is 

in trouble

'Be patient, 

Your Majesty,' 

'I'll free you in

a minute

'It was my turn 

to help you



Once, as a lion was sleeping, a naughty little mouse ran up his tail, and onto his back and up his mane and danced and jumped on his head so that the lion woke up. 

The lion grabbed the mouse and roared angrily. 'How dare you wake me up! Don't you know that I am King of the Animals? Anyone who disturbs my sleep will die! I will kill you and eat you!' 

The terrified mouse, shaking, asked the lion to let him go. 'Please don't eat me Your Majesty! I did not mean to wake you. I was only playing. Please let me go - and I promise I will always be your friend. Who knows, maybe one day I could save your life?' 

The lion looked at the tiny mouse and laughed. 'You save my life? What an absurd idea!' he said laughing. 'But you have made me laugh, so I will let you go.' And he let the mouse free. 

'Oh thank you, Your Majesty,' cried the mouse, and ran away as fast as he could.

A few days later the lion was caught in a hunter's trap. He tried as hard he could, but he couldn't break free and became even more entangled in the net. He let out a roar that woke the forest. Every animal heard it, including the tiny mouse. 

'My friend the lion is in trouble,' thought the mouse. He ran as fast as he could, and soon found the lion in the hunter's net. 'Be patient, Your Majesty,' said the mouse. 'I'll free you in a minute!' And the mouse began biting through the net with his sharp little teeth. Very soon the lion was free. 

'I did not believe that you could help me, little mouse, but today you saved my life,' said the lion. You are my friend, and I am yours.
'It was my turn to help you,' answered the mouse. Even the weak and small may one day help out those much stronger than themselves.

Adapted by Kisdobos from Aesop and Rohini Chowdhury. 

http://www.longlongtimeago.com/llta_fables_lionmouse_page02.html



Task 3. Answer the questions and explain your answers using ‘because’ or ‘when’. Example:


Who was naughty?


The mouse was naughty because he disturbed the lion in his sleep.





Who was angry?


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………





Who was terrified?


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………





Who was amused? (=laughing)


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………





Who wanted to break free?


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………





Who was helpful?


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………





Who was surprised?


……………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………








Task 3. Answer the questions and explain your answers using ‘because’ or ‘when’. Example:





Who was naughty?


The mouse was naughty because he disturbed the lion in his sleep.





Who was angry?


The lion was angry because the mouse danced and jumped on his head while he was sleeping.





Who was terrified?


The mouse was terrified when the lion grabbed him and wanted to kill him.





Who was amused?


The lion was amused because he didn’t believe that the mouse could one day help him out.





Who wanted to break free?


The lion wanted to break free when a hunter trapped him in a net.





Who was helpful?


The mouse was helpful because he helped the lion escape as he promised.





Who was surprised?


The lion was surprised because the mouse freed him from the hunter’s net.














Task 2. Read the fable and say which scene each 


picture depicts. Example: 


The first picture is about the lion VERB-ing and … 


The second picture shows when …


In the third picture …





Task 1. Insert the sentences below into the fable.





I did not mean to wake you.


'Be patient, Your Majesty,' said the mouse. 'I'll free you in a minute!'


'It was my turn to help you,' answered the mouse.


You save my life?


Anyone who disturbs my sleep will die.


Every animal heard it, including the tiny mouse.








Task 1. Insert the sentences below into the fable.





1. Anyone who disturbs my sleep will die.


2. I did not mean to wake you.


3. You save my life?


4. Every animal heard it, including the tiny mouse.


5. 'Be patient, Your Majesty,' said the mouse. 'I'll free you in a minute!'


6. It was my turn to help you,' answered the mouse.











